Predicting intention to uptake H1N1 influenza vaccine in a university sample by Byrne, Claire et al.
University of Huddersfield Repository
Byrne, Claire, Walsh, Jane , Kola, Susanna and Sarma, Kiran M.
Predicting intention to uptake H1N1 influenza vaccine in a university sample
Original Citation
Byrne, Claire, Walsh, Jane , Kola, Susanna and Sarma, Kiran M. (2012) Predicting intention to 
uptake H1N1 influenza vaccine in a university sample. British Journal of Health Psychology, 17 (3). 
pp. 582-595. ISSN 1359-107X 
This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/11631/
The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:
• The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
• A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
• The content is not changed in any way.
For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please








































































earlier,	there	is	also	some	concern	about	the	items	measuring	perceived	benefits	of	vaccination,	and	we	would	recommend	that	future	studies	re‐think	how	such	a	concept	should	be	measured.	)t	would	also	be	useful	to	extend	the	enquiry	and	consider	affective	predictors	of	behaviour	intent,	including	anticipated	regret,	which	may	be	particularly	important	in	understanding,	and	responding	to,	those	who	do	not	intend	to	vaccinate.		 )t	is	important	to	reiterate	that	this	study	targeted	a	specific	at‐risk	population.	The	matter	of	broader	population	representativeness	is	not	an	issue,	and	no	inference	as	to	broader	population	uptake	trends	are	being	made	here.	We	would	note,	however,	that	the	sample	utilised	here,	while	broadly	representative	of	undergraduate	students	attending	a	university	in	the	West	of	)reland,	is	not	necessarily	representative	of	the	student	population	nationally.		 A	more	pressing	limitation	of	this	research	is	that	the	items	used	to	measure	perceived	barriers,	severity	and	attitudes	were	based	largely	on	research	from	other	jurisdictions	ȋZijtregtop	et	al.,	ʹͲͳͲȌ	and	future	research	should	include	primary	exploratory	research	to	ensure	measures	are	sensitive	to	cultural‐specific	beliefs	and	attitudes.			 Despite	these	limitations,	it	is	clear	that	vaccination	intent	is	in	some	way	linked	to	a	range	of	attitudes	and	beliefs.	The	implication	for	health	practitioners	is	that	behaviour	intent	may	be	open	to	influence	where	psycho‐education	can	create	pro‐vaccine	attitudes	and	beliefs.	Even	at	this	early	stage	it	would	be	useful	to	expose	this	conclusion	to	empirical	testing	in	an	intervention	design	that	tests	the	efficacy	of	specific	types	of	messages	in	changing	attitudes	and	beliefs	and	if	such	change	impacts	on	vaccine	intent.			 	
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